














THE WETER (iN ARY RECOR 
"| ip inl int | | 
Cee VETERINARY RECORD 
H Weekly Journal for the [Pvofession. 
Epirep sy WILLIAM HUNTING, F.R.C.V.S. 
No. 45. SATURDAY, MAY 18, 1880. 








EDITORIAL NOTES. 


Mr. Mulvey draws attention in another column to 
two circulars recently issued by the Royal Veterinary 
College. In one is announced a reduction in the 
price of horse-shoeing “from 5s. to 4s.” per set. 
Now no ove can dispute the legal right of the Col- 
lege to charge just what they like for their work, or 
even to put what they consider a fair value on it. 
West-end London shops now charge 6s. per set, and 
consider they obtain no undue profit; their owners 
believe 6s. is only the honest value of the good work 
turned out by them. Probably some of them might 
not care to deny that the College had fairly appraised 
its own work at 4s. 

London horse-owners have a notion that veterinary 
skill reaches its acme at Camden Town, and therefore 
if the College charges are under those of the private 
practitioners that the latter must be over-charging. 
This effect of the College fees upon the London 
practitioners warrants them in expostulating against 
any marked cheapness. We are certainly within 
the mark in saying that every set of shoes put on in 
West-end shops costs the proprietor 4s., and there- 
fore that sum cannot possibly satisfy him if he in- 
tends to pay his way. Now why should the College 
reduce their price ? and why should they advertise 
the fact ? It is hardly possible to believe that they 
made a profit on the forge at 5s. per set. If they 
only make the reduction to attract work for the 
greater experience of their students we reply that 
surely additional work might have been obtained in 
some other way. 

As to the other circular, offering Metropolitan 
Medical men the privileges of subscribers at halt 
price, we may appreciate the compliment to the sister 
profession, but it is difficult not to feel that the 
return offered for a guinea per year will frequently 
cause comparisons to be made with the cost of em- 
ploying a private practitioner. 

We take no more objection to the privileges offered 
the doctors for one guinea than to those offered the 
general public for two.—We think they are much 
too liberal. Of course the College must live. It has 
no great endowment, and must earn the wherewithal 
to meet a heavy annual expense; and it must have 
alarge and varied practice always going on within 
its walls or it cannot properly instruct its students. 
Its method -of “Subscription” is certainly better 
than a large daily practice, entailing as it would a 
ps of book-keeping, and probably not a few bad 

ebts. 

Metropolitan practitioners undoubtedly feel that 
they have a grievance against the Colleges in the 





matter of the practice and charges of the Institu- 
tion, Ifthe two could meet and discuss matters, 
we think some mutually satisfactory arrangement 
might be found. Were there no jealousy between 
the two, consultations would be more numerous, the 
College would have sent ‘to it many instructive 
pathological cases for the benefit of its students. 

Too much insistance on the benefit to the sub- 
scribers seems to us to be a mistake. Surely 
amongst the wealthy horse-owners of England many 
subscriptions and donations might be obtained by 
the Royal Veterinary College—in aid of veterinary 
science ; for the humane treatment of the animals of 
the poor; in aid of scientific research; and for other 


_good works—quite independent of any direct ad- 


vantage to the subscriber ‘To all our great Hospitals 
a Medical School is attached. The School pays its 
way by the students’ fees, the Hospital invites sub- 
scriptions. Our Veterinary Colleges do not pay 
their way by the students’ fees, and must have 
patients for their clinical classes. Could not the 
Governors of the Royal Veterinary College see their 
way to assimilate the methods of their Institution to 
those connected with the human subject? There is, 
at any rate, room for some enquiry; and Mr, Mul- 
vey’s protest will meet with the support of every 
Metropolitan practitioner, 





Professor McFadyean’s remarks on the Matricula- 
tion Examinations, printed on another page, are 
most timely. They apparently clear up what has 
long been a mystery to most of us—the exact re- 
lations of the College and the Schools to our existing 
method of testing the graduates’ scholastic know- 
ledge. The Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
has delegated its duties to two suitable and impar- 
tial bodies—one in Scotland and one in England, 
lf we understand the arrangement aright it is so far 
good, but the College seems to have stopped short 
just where they should have gone further, i.e., in 
seeing that these impartial bodies submitted the 
candidates to a uniform standard at each School. 
If it be correct that the Educational Institute of 
Scotland adopt either a different method, or meet 
with any interference at the respective Schools, it 
is quite time the Council looked after the matter. 

We heard a very queer rumour a little while ago, 
which we only mention as a possibility. It was to 
the effect that it was quite possible to ship horses 
to distant parts of the world, insure them at a valuc 
extravagantly beyond their worth, and then hav. 
them poisoned on the voyage. The mere mention 


of such an abominable proceeding would be wrong 
if it were not for the facility with which it might 
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be done under existing circumstances. Of course, | there had been no abatement of the symptoms and 
the shipping agents and regular exporters are far | no action of the bowels. I thereupon injected into 
above any suspicion, and do their best to insure the | the left jugular vein two grains of Sulphate of 
landing of animals sent by them in the very best | Eserine in solution, and almost instantaneously the 
condition. Unfortunately many horses are shipped | pain increased, the animal sweated profusely and 
without any proper attendants. Broken men, only | strained so violently that her rectum protruded to 
too glad to get to the Colonies “on the cheap,” are | the extent of three or four inches, and within twenty 
entrusted with the care of horses. Such men may | minutes she evacuated ten or eleven large, hard and 
sometimes know how to ride; sometimes they may | dry dung balls. The pain gradually ceased. there 
even have had experience of the stabling and feed-| was frequent passage of foocces without excessive 
ing of horses, but very few of them have the | purgation, and recovery proceeded so satisfactorily 
slightest knowledge of the necessary appliances for | that to-day (Thursday) the mare has gone to work. 
securing and taking care of horses on ship-board.,| I do not remember ever seeing such pronounced 
Still fewer know anything of the course to be | and rapid action from any other agent, and cannot 









pursued when horses are affected with any of the 
special derangements caused by a sea passage. 

When a horse dies at sea he is simply thrown | 
overboard, and who knows the cause of death? | 
Our suggestions are that the symptoms shown by 
horses when seriously ill—if the case terminates | 
fatally—should he entered on the ship’s log; and 
that under-writers should insist upon proper men | 
being sent to take care of all horses shipped. 

The Poisons Act has some little effect in render- | 
ing it difficult to obtain small quantities of Strych- | 
nine and Arsenic, but veterinary surgeons know 
how easy it is for stable-men to obtain such drugs 
in large quantities, and how often accidents happen. 
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ARTIGLES AND CASES. 
SATISFACTORY RESULT rrom ran INTRAVE- 
NOUS INJECTION or SULPHATE or ESERINE 


By E. Atrrep West, M.R.C.V.S., Chelsea, 8. W. 








Last Friday, about 3 p.m., a six-years-old mare 
on being taken out of harness showed symptoms of 
abdominal pain. She was put into a box and 


help wondering what would have taken place had 
the bowels been twisted and the owner’ present 
awaiting the result of the injection * aa ° 





THE SPECIFIC NATURE OF TETANUS. 
By Frep Smrru, 
Professor, Army Veterinary School, Aldershot. 


As much has been written within the last year or 
two regarding the microbic nature of Tetanus, | 
think it only right to place on record the result of 
one or two experiments recently made in a case of 
this disease. 

The cause of the trouble was a sore back : twelve 
hours after the attack and during the hfe of the 
animal, I drew blood by means of a syringe from 
the jugular vein, and inoculated two guinea-pigs 
in the abdomen and thigh. No result followed. 

Portions of the cord and brain were carefully 
removed after death, and twelve gelatine and blood 
serum tubes inoculated. Result: no growth, except 
fungi in one or two. 

A portion of the spinal cord opposite to the back 
injury was removed and placed in distilled water: 
an infusion was made, and after standing a few 
hours the opaque liquid decanted off. A syringe- 





treated in the ordinary way for gripes, receiving in 


addition to two opium-containing draughts, 5 drs. | 


of Aloes in a ball. 

When I saw her at 9 p.m. she was delirious. her 
eyes were staring, conjunctival membranes highly 
injected, pulse hard and quick, and the pain severe 
and continuous. ‘There had been no action of the 
bowels since the immediate onset of the symptoms, 
and upon exploration I found the rectum empty and 
inflated. 

Prompt measures were now taken with a view of 


relieving the pain and inducing the voidance of. 


foeces. ‘To be brief, the mare had during the night 
and next morning full doses of Chloroform, Chloral 
Hydrate, Extract of Belladonna, Tincture of Opium 
and Chlorodyne. She had also three pints of Lin- 
seed Oil and five drs. more of Aloes in solution. 
Hot rugs were applied constantly to her abdomen, 
and enemas given at intervals. 

I made my next visit at 11.30 a.m. on Saturday, 
and found her walking around the box in that 
pitiable way so often seen in cases of protracted ab- 
dominal pain, and learnt from the attendant that 


ful of this was injected into the right jugular vein 
of a horse, but no result followed. 

| It would be absurd to contradict the microbic 
|theory of the disease on the above experiments 
| alone, but certainly my faith in it has been shaken. 


| 
| 








| ABDOMINAL FQTATION. 
| By H. Kipp, F.R.C.V.S., Hungerford. 





The subject of this case was a shorthorn heifer, 
three years old, the property of a gentleman who 
kept a few dairy cows to supply his Mansion House 
with butter, cream and milk. 

History.—On the first of March last, the steward or 
head yardener requested my attendance to see this 
heifer. On arriving at the place I was informed 
that she had failed in her appetite slightly on the 
previous day, and now could not feed at all. She 
had had the same feeding and attention as the others, 
but now was placed in a large loose-box by herself. 
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Symptoms.—Pulse quickened, respi) ations increased | no higher aims existed. Unfortunately we are all 
and laboured; temperature normal; muzzle dry, | very human, and our first essential is Exisrenve, 
ears and horns warm, prominent glistening eyes. As individual veterinary surgeons in London, we 
with a haggard and anxious expression; there was have to provide for rent, rates and taxes, and food 
also a considerable amount of tympanitis. I ad- | and clothing for ourselves and families. Neglect of 
ministered some medicine, and left more with in| these mundane matters means bankruptey and dis- 
structions that if she got worse they were to let me grace. If we succeed in averting these final catas- 
know. Isaw her next day, and was astonished to trophes too many of us pass a life-time of hard work 
find her alright, and ruminating; the symptoms of, in one constant struggle to retain the humble social 
the previous day having entirely subsided. I ob- | position in which we commence. 
served on the right side a peculiar bulging. pen-| Quite recently Mr. J. Ro Cox drew attention to 
dulous appearance, which caused me to remark that the demoralising effects of unfair competition, and 
there would probably be trouble with her when she | tried to revive an interest in professional etiquette. 
came to calve; I did not observe the appearance on | It is too true that some of.us, probably driven by 
the previous day owing to the tympanitic condition, the necessities of existence more than by mere greed 
Nothing unusual was seen with her for eleven days for money, have lately reduced charges to a point 
after, when she again showed symptoms similar to at which fair profit ceases. The evils of such con- 
to those already described, but with greater difficulty duct are not limited to the neighbouring prac- 
in breathing. I was asked to send the same medi- | titioners of the district—they spread in an ever- 
cine which I had previously prescribed, and to go, widening circle, and are to be met only by the 
early next morning to see her, which I did-—and | sternest reprobation of the whole profession. The 
found she had died during tie night. I was struck reduction of fees to the level of those of the smallest 
with the pecaliar position in which she was lying retail trader, and the lowering of prices for materials 
—muzzle on the ground, resting on sternum with | so close to cost price as hardly to leave a profit is 
fore legs apart, and the hind ones out behind rest- both wicked and foolish. Even when every allow- 
ing on her stiflejoints. )ance is made for the young man without capital who 

Post-mortem.—On making a post-mortem examina- | is determined to live by the practice of his pro- 
tion the first thing which attracted attention was | fession, in preference to adopting some other calling 
an enormous quantity of fluid of a yellowish colour or accepting the position of an assistant for a 
in the abdominal and thoracic cavities. ‘The various | time—even when every allowance is made, it can- 
organs were healthy, except the liver which was not be denied that he injures his neighbour and 
enlarged and friable. devrades his profession, 

On further examination, a foetus was seen lying Much worse is it when this conduct is pursued by 
in the abdomen which had been enveloped in a an established practitioner who can plead no ex- 
thick membrane or sac, which was ruptured and | cuse for his greed and _ selfishness. The man who, 
consequently left the foetus free. There must of | simply to prevent another obtaining a contract, 
course have been a quantity of fluid in the sac with offers to do the work for nothing, allows his passion 
the foetus, but it seemed impossible for the whole of | to override every feeling of professional decency. 
the fluid found in the abdomen to have been in the | His statement that some rival has made a tender 
sac, The uterus was intact. and did not exhibit below what he has previously obtained is not an 
any trace of gestation, clearly showing this to have , argument —it is simply au confession of outbidding 
taken place in the abdominal cavity. another in breach of professional etiquette, Con- 

Dr. Fleming in Veterinary Obstetrics, p. 156, | duct confessedly wrong in another cannot be made 
says :—“The escape of Ovum into the abdominal | right by our adopting it likewise. Meanness and 
cavity can only occur through some malformation | selfishness are the same wherever presented, but 
or anomaly in the conformation of the fimbriated are more glaringly evident, and far more repre- 
extremity of the tube, which, in the normal con- | hensible in those who have ifot the excuse described 
dition, is applied to the base of the Ovary, and en- | 2s the first law of nature, 1.¢., self preservation, 
velopes it during the genital excitement.” |. So far I have referred only to the action of private 

I am at a loss to understand how the foetus, which | individuals. What words van I find to express my 
was between six and seven months, was nourished ; | estimate of similar conduct when indulged in by 
as the sac or membrane in which it was contained | an Institution :—one not pecuniarily in want—one 
was not firmly connected to auy of the organs in| which is looked upon by the public as the highest 
the abdomen, and I was unable to trace the attach- |development of veterinary progress—one which is, 








ment which must have existed with the mother. _ by no small section of the profession, looked to as a 
guide ‘and example: and which gains its prestige 








jentirely by the support obtained from its action 
AN EXAMPLE IN. COMPETITION. ica to the already crowded ranks of our 
By W. J. Muwvey, F.R.C.V.S. The Royal Veterinary College has just beaten the 
are record, It has surpassed all competitors and may 
Education, social position, and scientific culture | safely be credited with having made the lowest 
are all very desirable objects of ambition. If we | offer to the public yet recognised. The College ir 
could imagine professional men as creatures distinct | not content to merely offer its brains and skill at 
from human beings perhaps it might be allowed that | journeyman’s prices, but has descended to the lower 
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and commoner level of offering its trade-wares—its 
shoes and drugs—at a price below that of the little 
farrier who gains a hard living by daily work at his 
own anvil. 

J have just been shown a printed circular which 
has apparently been widely distributed; it is as 
follows :— 

Roya. VETERINARY COLLEGE, 
CampEN Towy. 


April, 1889. 
SHOEING. 
The General Purposes Committee desire 


to intimate that the charge per set for 
shoes has been reduced from 5/- to 4/-. 


On the back of this precious document was a 
letter sent by an owner of horses to his farrier, 
thus :— 


“Unless you alter your prices to those 
on other side I shall send my horses to be 
shod elsewhere.” 

The first impression given by this curt epistle is 
that the writer was an ineffable snob, but a little 
consideration suggests that he might only be a 
gentleman with a narrow suspicious mind, who 
thought he had discovered a gross overcharge. He 
would naturally think that if an Institution, 
patronised by the great and wealthy, and not 
pretending to carry on its business as a charity, 
could voluntarily give notice of an enormous re- 
duction in its charges, that a little man, who worked 
himself, must be simply defrauding him by acharge 
of 6/-. Nothing more uncalled for, nothing more 
inexcusable has been perpetrated by Camden Town 
since they endeavoured to obtain by Charter licens- 
ing powers to render them independent rivals of 
the Body Corporate. 

This circular, sent without notice or consultation, 
is an insult to every owner of a horse-shoeing forge 
in London. It can only {be read to imply either 
that other farriers are shamefully overcharging, or 
that the College have just discovered some method 
of shoeing horses in a more economical manner. I 
am not aware of any new, cheap system adopted at 
the College, and can only conclude that the public 
will adopt the other view, as did the writer of the 
note just mentioned. 

This is not all for which we practitioners are 
indebted to our Alma Mater. Here is another 
circular which was handed to me by a medical man 
in reply to a remark of mine about their sixpenny 
dispensaries being even worse conduct than our 
members were guilty of. ‘‘ Here,” he -said, “read 
that, and then tell me what you think.” 

I prefer to make my complaint to my fellow prac- 
titioners, and to ask them what they think ? 


Campen Town, N.W. 
May, 1889. 
Dear Sir, 

I have the pleasure to inform you that at a 
Special Meeting of the Governors, held on 21st 
March last, the following New Bye-law was unani- 
mously adopted, viz. :— 








‘‘ Subject to the prescribed approval and election, 
Members of the Royal College of Physicians, or 
of the Royal College of Surgeons, who contribute 
One Guinea per annum, shall, during the continu- 
ance of their Subscription, be deemed Subscribers 
to the College, and be entitled to the privileges of 
Subscribers.” 

I may mention that the usual Subscription to the 
College is Two Guineas per annum. 

I beg to forward a statement of the privileges. 
attaching to a subscription, and shall be extremely 
pleased to add your name to the list of Subscribers, 
for which purpose a form is enclosed. 

I am, dear Sir, 
Yours faithfully, 
Ricwarp A, N. Powys, 
Secretary. 


On another circular in the same envelope, “the 
privileges of subscribers” are detailed. They are: 


The admission into the Infirmary for treatment 
of any number of horses or other animals (the 
property of the subscriber) at a charge only for 
their keep. 

The opinion of one of the Professors as to the 
treatment of any animal sent to the College 
without payment. 

To have examined for soundness in any year 
five horses, and to receive the opinion in 
writing free of charge; and any further number 
at a fee of 10/6 each. 

Post-mortems, special investigation of outbreaks 
of disease, supplies of medicines and chemical 
analysis are also offered at fixed charges. 


I failed to find the notice usual in circulars of 
similar tenour that “all articles are ticketed in 
plain figures” and “any article may be removed 
from the window,” but possibly a further advance 
may be looked for soon—say a circular offering 
25 per cent. discount for cash. 

But really is not this too ‘ professional.” Not 
one word have I to say against the Professors at 
Camden Town; but I think they must allow that 
their prestige is greater than it would be if they 
were private practitioners. This prestige the whole 
profession pay for, without us they might close the 
gates; and we have a right to object to the emin- 
ence upon which they are raised being used against 
us in unfair competition. What is to be done? 
Something certainly, and I hope quickly. 








Tut ANNUAL MEETING anp rrs DISCUSSION. 
By Tuomas Greaves, F.R.C.V.S. 





It is most cheering and gratifying to hear an en- 
couraging word spoken of any Member of Council, 
more especially so when it is spoken by one of the 
“troublesome members” and addressed to our 
worthy President at the late annual meeting. 
Much irrelevent matter is annually poured forth by 
these self-styled troublesome members. Some of 
them do it in aturbulent and hostile demeanour, 
nevertheless they stimulate others, who are of a 
















May 18, 1889.] 


THE VETERINARY 








RECORD. 563 





more pacific and courteous habit of speech, to ven- 
tilate the subjects which are referred to in the annual 
report. It has occurred to me that if these dis- 
cussions were conducted in a more kindly and 
amicable spirit they would be more dignified, in- 
structive and useful. As it is, a spirit of antagonism 
and enmity seems to pervade the minds of those 
who attack the Council so severely and with so 
much injustice. I do not think there is a single 
Member of Council who would wish to restrain 
discussion at the Annual Meeting, but on the con- 
trary would rather give every encouragement to it, 
and with pleasure listen to other members of the 
profession to fully ventilate every subject which 
comes on the fapis ; but in saying this, it will be the 
desire of every well-regulated mind that the time 
of the meeting should be usefully occupied, not 
wasted. as it often is in personalities, and trying to 
incriminate others and stultify their acts—others 
who are endeavouring to serve their profession 
honestly and earnestly. 
Tue Ninru Cravse. 

This subject has been discussed ad nauseam, but 
I have heard no argument, against it, of equal 
weight or importance with those in its favour. Its 
tendency is to elevate our profession. No argument 
has been used to controvert. this fact. 
is to create a desire, a necessity in fact, fur increased 
study—to acquire more and higher knowledge, and 
thus in each individual case the person taking this 
degree raises himself to a higher level, and so far | 
causes our profession to become mure respected and | 
more useful. Surely no one will find fault with 
this! We fully and freely admit that there are | 
numbers of Members who have not become Fellows | 
who are equal in every sense of the word with | 
those who have taken the degree, and who by doing | 
so have secured all the benefits and privileges it | 
bestows. When the Charter containing the Ninth | 
Clause was obtained, every Member of the pro- | 
fession was solicited to give his opinion, every 
Veterinary Association throughout the land dis- | 
cussed it, and the Council anxiously and often con- | 
sidered the whole matter, and felt satisfied it was a | 
wise and beneficial course to adopt. 

Tue Duat AppornTMENTs. 

This subject has been discussed ad nauseam, but | 
no argument has yet been advanced to show that 
any man of education, intelligence and experience, | 
is a less useful and valuable Member of Council, | 
because he happens to be an Examiner; neither has | 
it been proved that any man of education, intelli- | 
gence, and experience is a less efficient Kxaminer | 
because he is a Member of Cotincil. I know from 
actual experience that these Examiners who are 
Members of Council are some of the best Members 








Its object | 


| his own inacquaintance with it. 


| what, to the discredit of those who are responsible 


isting Bye-laws ordain that every candidate, before 





Last year the Members of the whole profession 
spoke with a voice which was irresistable, and un- 
mistakable; they gave those Members who they 
knew were in favour of the Ninth Clause and the 
Dual Office a greater number of votes than was 
ever accorded to any Member of the profession 
before, and this year the same spirit and the same 
principle is evinced in a degree. 
















THE MATRICULATION EXAMINATIONS. 
By J. McFavyeran, M.B., B.Sc, 









On various occasions of late, the nature of the 
educational test to which veterinary students are at 
present submitted has been the subject of comment. 
The single point upon which there appears to have 
been absolute agreement among the candidates at 
the recent election of members of Council, was 
that the General Knowledge Examination as at 
present conducted is inadequate. 1 hope I shall not 
be considered presumptuous if ] say that more than 
one of those who have publicly referred to the ques- 
tion have displayed complete ignorance regarding 
the prescribed regulations for the examination of 
candidates for the diploma of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. The latest and most striking 
exhibition of this nature was made by the President 
of the corporate body during the discussion at the 
April meeting of the Central Veterinary Medical 
Society. In your last issue, Prof. Pritchard is re- 
ported to have said, with regard to the Matriculation 
Examinations, “That the Royal College had the 
power to question the Schools as to the educational 
test they put to the candidates for admission to their 
institutions, but it had never been called upon to do 
so—the schools were given creilit for testing their 
pupils in a proper way.” It is matter for regret 
that an ofticial who, perhaps of all others, might be 
expected to have the Rules of the Corporate body 
figuratively speaking at his finger ends, should 
when oracularly laying down the law have proved 
Prof. Pritchard is 
entirely in error when he says that the Royal Col- 
lege have the power to question the Schools as to the 
edueational test to which they subject candidates 
for admission to their classes. 

What the corporate body is empowered to do 


































and 






for the management of its affairs, it has not done 
is to prescribe and carry out an adequate educational 
test for all candidates for its own diploma, ‘The ex- 







he is allowed to present himself for his first pro- 








we have—the most regular in their attendance— 
taking the greatest interest in every matter that 
comes before the Council, they spare neither trouble 
nor expense if they can only be of some service to 
their profession. Among them we have men of 
high intelligence, education, knowledge, and ex- 
perience; men eminently qualified to justly guage 
the student’s efficiency, and who are incapable of 
doing an injustice to the student. 


fessional examination, shall pass a specified examin- 
ation in general knowledge, and it has, without any 
reservation whatever, deputed the carrying out of 
‘that Examination to the Royal College of Preceptors 


‘in England, and to the Educational Institute in 
' Scotland. When these regulations came into force, 


‘the trustees of the Dick Veterinary College at o1 
ceased to subject intending students to any General 
Knowledge Examination. ‘They put themselves in 
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communication with the officials of the Educational 
Institute of Scotland, and placed in their hands a 
copy of the Rules and Bye-laws of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons, prescribing the nature and 
extent of the examinations. Since that date this 
School has had absolutely nothing to do with the 
conducting of the general knowledge test beyond, for | 
the convenience of its intending pupils, arranging 
with the Secretary of the Educational Institute re- 
garding the times and places of the Examinations. 
In other words it has cheerfully and loyally accepted 





the new arrangement, and has done even more than 
was its duty in the circumstances, for it has put in | 
motion the machinery that ought to have been 
started by the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. | 

One thing more the representatives of this school | 
have done, viz:—pressed upon the Educational 
Institute of Scotland the desirability of its insisting | 
that the Examination carried out by the other two | 
Scotch Colleges should be unreservedly placed in its | 
hands. That the Examinations as hitherto con- | 
ducted have not been of an uniform standard is a 
matter of notoriety, and it is not likely that thuse | 
who obstinately and in defiance of the bye-laws on_ 
the subject persisted in having the Examination | 
carried out under the superintendence of a private | 
nominee, did so in the belief that the test of the | 
Educational Institute was too easy. | 

In conclusion, although not pertinent to the, 
subject, I cannot refrain from adding that your | 
valuable and always interesting journal lays under | 
a debt of obligation to you, all who take an interest | 
in the progress of the profession. Not as a mere | 
agent for satisfying the natural desire to know | 
what is being said and done in the profession, but | 
as an instrument for stimulating members to take a 
lively interest in the management of the affairs of 
the corporate body, The Veterinary Record has a 
great sphere of usefulness. 


GOVERNMENT VETY. DEPARTMENT. 


CONTAGIOUS DISEASES IN ANIMALS. 


Reported in Great Britain and Ireland during the 
week ended May 4th, 1889. 





Pleuro Preumonia,—In England 4 fresh outbreaks 
were reported in the counties of Bucks, Kent, Middle- 
sex, and East Sussex ; 7 cattle were attacked and 60 
healthy cattle exposed to infection were slaughtered. 

In Scotland 3 outbreaks occurred, in the counties 
of Aberdeen, Edinburgh, and Forfar; 6 cattle were 
attacked and 39 healthy cattle in contact were 
slaughtered. In Ireland there were 5 fresh out- 
breaks, 4 of them in the South Dublin Union, and 1 
in North Dublin; 14 cattle were attacked and 
killed. 

Anthraz.—There were 6 outbreaks of this disease 
reported in England, in the counties of Kent, Leices- 
ter, Northampton, Notts, and Warwick, in which 7 
animals were attacked. In Scotland 1 case occurred 





in Edinburgh, the affected animal died. No cases of 
this disease were reported in Ireland during the 
week 


itesitiestie Great Britain 79 fresh outbreaks 
were reported on, 78 of them in England and 1 in 
Wales. There were 432 swine attacked, 153 dis- 
eased swine were killed, 206 died, 23 recovered, 
while 318 were alive when the returns were made up. 
In Ireland 3 fresh outbreaks occurred in Dublin and 
Wexford. 

Glanders and Farcy.—In England 17 outbreaks of 
Glanders were reported, 15 in London and 2 in 
Middlesex. Of the 28 horses attacked 21 were in 
London, 4 in Middlesex, and 3 in Lanarkshire in 
Scotland. There were 11 outbreaks of Farcy in 
England, 10 in London and 1 in Hants; 18 horses 
were attacked, 17 in London and 1 in Hants. No 
fresh cases of either Glanders or Farcy occurred in 
Ireland during the week. 

Rabies.—In England 6 cases of this disease were 
reported in dogs, they occurred in the counties of 
Chester, London, Middlesex, Oxford, and York 
(West Riding). In Ireland there were 9 cases re- 
ported, 8 in dogs, in the counties of Armagh, Down, 
Cork, Kerry, Longford, Westmeath, and Galway, 
while 1 head of cattle died from this disease in 
Kerry. 


EXTRACTS. 
DEATH BY CHLOROFORM, 


By Surcron-Masor E. Lawnrrg, 
Principal, Hyderabad Medical School. 


In The Lancet of March 2nd, 1889, page 438, 
there is an annotation criticising certain remarks 
of mine on the subject of chloroform, in which the 
writer states that “all those who are familiar 
with chloroform are well aware that syncope, when 
primary, as a rule supervenes in the initial stages 
of inhalation. while secondary syncope due to 
respiratory embarrassment is the result of accumula- 
tion of chloroform in the blood leading to paralysis 
in the medullary centres, and occurs in a late stage 
of the administration,” and that unfortunately it is 
the primary form of chloroform heart failure which 
occurs in human beings, and which it is almost 
impossible to remedy. I have no wish to say any- 
thing to give offence to those who hold the same 
views as the writer of the annotation, but I hold 
that those views are wrong, and that there is no 
such thing as chloroform syucope. 

It is conceivable that syncope may occur in the 
initial stages of inhalation of chloroform, but in the 
course of a very large experience I have never met 
with a single instance of such an accident, and if 
it ever does occur it cannot be due to chloroform 
poisoning, though it might be caused by fright or 
shock. Owing to the numerous accidents that have 
happened with chloroform, to the discussions preva- 
lent in the profession, and to the mistaken notion 
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that the risk of heart failure is inseparable from its 
use, the public dread its administration much more 
than they dread surgical operations, and faint 
from mere fright in the early stages of inhalation 
is no less intelligible than it is easy to prevent, in 
cases where it is likely to occur, by a preliminary 
dose of alcohol. On the other hand, it is equally 
intelligible that syncope may be induced if an 
operation be commenced in the initial stages of 
chloroform administration, before the patient is 
rendered insensible to shock by being brought fully 
under its influence. With regard to secondary 
syncope, The Lancet states that it is due to respira- 
tory embarrassment (through the respiratory 
centre ?)—which is an indirect cause; and, in the 
same sentence, that it is the result of paralysis of 
the medullary centres (circulatory ?) from accumu- 
lation of chloroform in the blood—which is a direct 
cause. Both these statements cannot betrue. The 
truth is that secondary syncope has no more real 
existence than primary syncope. In poisoning by 
chlorofurm the heart fails when the respiration 
ceases, and never before. With the cessation of 
respiration the further accumulation of the drug 
in the blood necessarily ceases, and the heart rapidly 
or gradually stops beating, as a direct result of the 
stoppage of respiration, and as an indirect effect of 
the poisoning with chloroform. 

The Hyderabad Commission was appointed by 
the Nizam’s Government to verify or refute the 
opinion that if chloroform is properly given it has 
no injurious or dangerous effect upon the heart. 
The experiments of the Commission were performed 
publicly, and with every precaution against in- 
accuracy, and the conclusions they arrived at are 
irresistible. The chloroform was given in every 
possible way, and in no case did the heart become 
dangerously affected until after the breathing had 
stopped. This is not, as The Lancet avers, a scanty 
statement of experiments performed upon dogs; it 
is a summary of the results of more than 200 
complete experiments carried out by the Commission, 
and it tallies exactly with my ‘own experience. If 
direct heart failure were one of the risks of chloro- 
form, it must have occurred in some of the ad- 
ministrations which I have superintended; but | 
have never seen the heart directly affected by 
chloroform, nor have I ever seen the inhalation 
carried so far in human beings as to affect it in- 
directly. Neither I nor the Hyderabad Commission 
have any desire to inculcate a disregard of the 
heart as a factor in chlorofurm dangers, {and so to 
provoke a “slipshod carelessness in the use of that 





that any affection of the heart, either direct or in- 
direct, is the one danger to avoid. But we say, 
further, that the respiration invariably gives warn- 
ings when a dangerous point is approached, and 
consequently that it is possible to avert all risk to 
the heart by devoting the entire attention to the 
respiration during chloroform administration. 

I am aware that these opinions appear to go in 
the very teeth of the conclusions at which the 
Commission appointed by the Royal Medical and 
Chirurgical Society and by the British Medical As- 
sociation arrived, and are opposed to the careful and 
painstaking experiments of such scientific observers 


as Snow, Claude Bernard, and McKendrick, as well 
as to the teaching of the great London schools. But 
this opposition is more apparent than real, The 


Lancet states authoritatively that chloroform syncope 
is notoriously difficult to produce in dogs. ‘The Hy- 
derabad Commission confirms this statement, and 
says it is impossible to produce it at all. This 
difference may be fully accounted for by the fact 
that the experiments of the Hyderbad Commission 
were numerous, while those quoted by The Laucet 
/were not only not numerous, but many of them were 
performed under conditions which impair their 
value. Moreover, there are certain points connected 
with the effect of chloroform on dogs which a care- 
ful perusal of all their reports has convinced me 
‘neither the Commissions nor the distinguished 
physiologists appreciated. In any case, 1 would 
|ask whether anything can be more discreditable or 
unsatisfactory to the whole profession than the 
| present position of chloroform. During the last 
| forty years, while enormous progress has been made 
in every branch of medicine and surgery, the 
position of chloroform has decidedly deteriorated, 
and the princples necessary for its safe administra- 
tion have been lost sight of. From the date of its 
first introduction there was a divergence of opinion 
between the Edinburgh and London schools with 
regard to the way we should be guided as to its 
effects. Up to the time of his death Syme taught 

“we are guided as to the effect of chloroform not 
by the circulation but entirely by the respiration.” 
At the same time Erichsen was teaching, and still 





‘teaches, that “ when fully anesthetised the patient 


requires the most careful watching by the porson 
who ‘administers the chloroform ; his finger should 
never be off the pulse, nor his eyes taken away from 
the countenance of the patient.” ‘These are the 
opinions of two of the most eminent surgeons that 
had ever lived, avd they are absolutely irreconcila- 
ble. Erichsen’s opinion has undoubtedly been 





valuable anesthetic.” Our object is the very re- 
verse of this, as a consideration of the difference 
between the position we take up on this point and 
that of those who hold the same views as The Lancet 
will show. - The Lancet would trust to the heart and 
circulation for signals of danger in chloroform ad- 
ministration. Our contention is that if the ad- 
ministration is ever pushed far enough to cause the 
heart to show signs of danger, the limits of safety 
have already been exceeded, and a fatal result must 
almost inevitably ensue. So far from disregarding 
the heart as a factor in chloroform dangers, we say 





fortified by the misleading conclusions of the 
Chloroform Commissions and of the scientific ob- 
servers above alluded to, but the Hyderabad Com- 
mission has proved that Syme was right, and I have 
no doubt whatever that if his principles were acted 
on universally all surgeons would find, as he did, 
that chloroform may he used judiciously, so as to do 
good without exposing patients to the risk of evil. 
Chloroform administration constitutes, In my huinble 
opinion, the most pressing and important questio.. 
in the whole range of practical surgery ; and if 
The Lancet will not accept the conclusions of the 
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Hyderabad Commission, it is incumbent on it to 
urge the appointment of a European or joint 
European and American Commission, composed of 
men of wide experience in chloroform, to confirm or 
disprove them.—The Lancet. 








ANTISEPTIC AGENTS. 


By AuexanpER Eprneron, M.B., C.M., 
Assistant to the Professor of Surgery and Lecturer 
on Bacteriology, Edinburgh. 








Five years ago it was stated by Dr. Koch, in his 
prefatory remarks upon the then little understood 
subject of disinfection, that up to that time the 
method of action of antiseptic substances had not 
been accurately known ; and he further added that 
one great explanation of our ignorance lay in the 
fact that we understood very little indeed of the 
nature of contagia. What he then said as regards 
contagia applies almost equally at the present time, 
although as regards disinfection a very great ad- 
vance in the correct scientific knowledge of it has 
been made; and for this we are in most part in- 
debted to the labours of him and his colleagues. 

If the germ theory of infectious and infective 
diseases be correct, it necessarily follows in the 
light of their researches that our old ideas of dis- 
infection are utter nonsense, and the methods ab- 
solutely useless, Everyone must, I fancy, be 
familiar with the sight of saucers containing car- 
bolic acid, or other much less effectual agents, placed 
in odd corners of the houses wherein infectious 
patients are lying, and not less equally so with the 
look of perfect satisfaction on the faces of the in- 
mates ; and yet such saucers, with their conteuts, 
are barely able to destroy the infection even of the 
dust which falls into them. Further, the method of 
disinfecting apartments by means of a piece of 
burning sulphur is usually popularly supposed to 
be all powerful; and yet Koch shows that, for 
practical purposes of disinfection, sulphurous acid is 
useless. 

And yet to such fallacies, if such they be, science 
herself ministers, for are we not taught that the 
close smell, for instance, of a room is an evidence 
of imperfect ventilation, on the ground that ex- 
perience has shown the odorous qualities to be 
usually proportionate to the amount of organic 
particles present, and therefore by the use of deo- 
derisers having diminished the one evil, that is, 
the smell, it follows that we are then apt to rate the 
sanitary condition of the room at a higher level than 
it deserves, and in this way the use of deodurisers 
is apt to do more harm than merely mislead. 

Our knowledge of disinfection is based upon the 
results obtained by the action of certain antiseptic 
agents upon particular organised ferments, that is, 
micro-organisms, but in this way the knowledge 
gained cannot with absolute certainty be applied to 
any particular contagion unless the special ferment 
inducing the particular disease is already known, 
and can itself be obtained for experimentation, or a 
special secretion known by experience to contain it. 





For example, we can easily estimate the kind and 
strength of an antiseptic likely to cause destruction 
of anthrax or tubercular material, because we can 
easily obtain pure cultivations of either the anthrax 
or tubercular bacilli to experiment with, or in order 
to estimate the necessary antiseptic power for the 
destruction of the variolous contagima, we might 
experiment with lymph taken at a suitable time ; but 
in this case, owing to possible fallacies, the number- 
of experiments would require to be exceedingly 
numerous in order to preclude the possibility of 
fallacy. 

As far as our knowledge goes, it is a clearly 
evident fact that micro-organisms are not all equally 
acted upon by antiseptics, and that many of the 
more common non-pathogenic bacteria are much 
less easily destroyed than certain pathogenic species 
of which anthrax furnishes an example. 

Of all micro-organisms, the spores of spore-bearing’ 
bacteria are by far the most difficult to destroy ; but 
the same statement’ cannot be applied to the fully- 
developed and actively growing organisms of the 
same species. According to Koch, a solution of 
carbolic acid, of the strength of 1 in 1,250, or 1 in 
850, prevents the growth of anthrax bacilli, while 
for certain others 1 in 500 is necessary. EKxposure 
of the spores of anthrax bacilli tu a solution of car- 
bolic acid of the strength of 1 in 50, for a week, did 
not affect them; and 1 in 334 solution only suc- 
ceeded in destroying them in seven days. So that 
we may infer that in any agent capable of destroy- 
ing the spores of anthrax bacilli quickly, we have a 
trustworthy and efficient antiseptic. Tested in this 
way it has been found that carbolic oil (5 per cent.) 
did not affect anthrax spores after exposure to it. 
for 110 days, and only killed the growing bacilli in 
six days. Compounds of carbolic acid seem to be 
much less efficient than the acid itself. Chloride of 
zinc, in a 5 per cent. solution, did not kill anthrax 
spores in one month. Koch, therefore, concludes 
that such antiseptics are useless. However, I should 
scarcely like to accept these statements as applying 
absolutely in the practice of antiseptic surgery, and 
I think that probably many others will agree with 
me in this, and there therefore arises the question. 
How is it that carbolic acid is successfully used as 
an antiseptic ?—and I think no one will deny that 
it is so. Have we nothing to consider on the part 
of the tissues themselves? Do they not exercise an 
antiseptic action, though perhaps slight in degree, 
and varying with the constitution and general 
health of the patient. Would anyone give. as 
favourable a prognosis for an operation on a diabetic 
patient, or one suffering from chronic alcoholism, as 
in a healthy patient ? 

Koch himself has shown that, if anthrax material 
be ingested, the bacilli are destroyed by the gastric 
juice, and only the spores escape, and thus intestinal 
anthrax always arises from spore infection—a fact, 
by the way, which tells strongly against the coccal 
theory of such diseases as are disseminated by milk 
and other articles of diet, and would suggest to us 
that our dessert should be taken when a plentiful 
supply of gastric juice is still available, so as to get 





the benefit of the antiseptic action thus afforded. 
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Further, if we inoculate an animal by hypodermic 
injection with a non-pathogenic micro-organism, 
how is it that the bacteria become so quickly de- 
stroyed ? Metschnikoff has shown that, in the case 
of non-virulent anthrax bacilli, the rods are taken 
up by the white corpuscles and thus destroyed, and 
bases on such observations a theory that protective 
inoculation gives to the white corpuscles the power 
which they did not possess previously of absorbing 
and then destroying virulent bacilli. 

We know that the presence of an irritant in the 
tissues is always followed by inflammation, and we 
can therefore conceive that pus-cells, consisting as 
they do of white corpuscles or their homologues, 
may of themselves in this way destroy any organic 
particles which may chance to come in contact with 
them. Thus, as most of the antiseptics in common 
use are undoubted irritants, they, while exerting, in 
virtue of their antiseptic powers, an inhibitory 
action upon the micro-organisms entering a wound 
at the same time call forth, in virtue of their irri- 


507 
were a very important and expensive plant. The wool- 
buyer for a manufacturer in valuing and purchasing 
wool had to estimate what the wool would cost clean 
scoured, Farmers must not run away with the idea 
that if they di@ not wash their wool they would get 
as much for it per pound «as they would if it was 
washed. Take for example an ordinary washed 
half-bred hogg fleece, which would lose in scouring 
15 to 20 per cent. This would cost clean scoured 
about 1s. 1d. per lb. If the same wool was un- 
washed, as the greasy fleece, it would loose about 
40 per cent. The buyer would then require to 
purchase it at 20 per cent. less than the washed 
wool, namely at 8d. per lb., and at this it would 
come out clean’ scoured at the same price, Is. 1d. 
per lb. Briefly put, a farmer would be as much in 
pocket by selling, say, a mixed clip unwashed at 
7d. per lb., as he would be by selling the same clip 
washed at 9d. per Ib, They should also take notice 





that the finest-haired wools lost the most in scour- 
ing. There was no doubt wool lost colour if kept 


tant action, an army to repel their already-disabled | too long either in the greasy or washed state. 


invaders. Whether such a view can be at all| 
tenable or not, we are forced to acknowledge that | 
the statements thus experimentally deduced with | 
reference to carbolic acid do not entirely agree 
with the results obtained in the practice of antisep- | 
tic surgery when using these identical agents. 

On the publication of Koch’s experiments, there- | 
fore doubts began to be held as to the serviceability | 
of the quondam favourite antiseptic, carbolic acid, | 
and, following up his advice, the use of corrosive | 
sublimate began to be common in surgical practice, | 
which use, I believe, still largely obtains. But | 
with what results? | 








I think that the balance of | 
experienced opinion now tends to show that in 

trusting to perchloride of mercury surgeons have | 
been leaning upon a frail reed. However, if we | 
consider it from another point of view, we should | 
thus expect to find that with a gradual increase in 

the use of corrosive lotions, etc., there should be a 

corresponding declension in the use of carbolic acid, | 
but I learn differently. The dispenser to the | 
Edinburgh Royal Infirmary, Mr. Arthur, informs | 
me authoritatively that now, in spite of the increased 
use of corrosive materials, there is a greater demand 
for carbolic acid in the shape of dressings and lotions 
than before corrosive sublimate was so much used.— 


The British Medical Journal. 








SHEEP-WASHING., 


At a meeting of the Penrith Farmers’ Club, a paper 
was read by Mr. J. E. Hargreaves, J.P., of the firm 
of Whitwell and Hargreaves, of Kendal, on “Sheep- 
washing.” Major Barker, of Newtonrigg, presided. 

After quoting the opinions of large wool buyers 
pro and con. Mr. Hargreaves said, there was divided 
opinion, but all was based upon long practical ex- 
perience. All wool, whether clipped in the washed 
or greasy state, before it could be combed, spun, or 
manufactured, must be well scoured by soap and 
hot water, and the scouring machines in all factories 








He went on to condemn the practice of farmers 
hoarding up their wool year after year. He spoke 
from a wool point of view; and also with the view 
of helping forward Lady Bective’s movement. They 
should make a rule never to commence to clip their 
sheep until their previous year’s clip was sold and 
turned into money. That was the kernel of the 
whole question. Think of the great good to be 
derived by adopting the policy of selling their wool 
every season! It found its way to the manufacturer 
and the spinner, and if not made into ladies’ dress 
goods, it was used for carpets, tweeds, knitting 
yarns, and other articles which took up an enormous 
quantity of wool. If wool was sold at low prices, 
they would find the benefit of low prices in cloth- 
ing. By selling the wool every year, they kept the 
prices more regular, and there would not be so 
many fluctuations, and so farms would be kept more 
regular in the rents. 

He had been often asked by farmers for advice. 
He would say if he was a northern farmer, with the 
clean grassy lands of the district, he would never 
wash sheep. His experience as a salesman was that 
unwashed wool met with better competition than 
washed wool. ‘To those who could not make up 
their minds on the question he would say—Wash 
half of their sheep, and leave the other half un- 


washed, and then they could judge for themselves 


which was the better course. Jn any case, whether 


they clipped their sheep washed or unwashed, see 
that the wool was well got up; in all cases improve 
the breed as much as possible. 
flocks, it would be advantageous, he thought, to in- 
troduce a merino cross. ! 
would say there was still room for improvement in 
the blackfaced breeds; let them abolish the use of 
salve, and do not mix their dip with had oil, or tar, 
or anything that discoloured and stained the wool. 
Do not, he said, wrap locks inside your fleece before 
rolling up. 
taken from the fleece and kept separate, as they 
stain and injure the wool if rolled up 
fleece. 


In the better bred 


Io the fell farmers he 


All fribs and dirty pieces must be 


with the 


Also, avoid large tar marks. Mark the 
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sheep on the ear or the face. Careful attention to 
these details would give them a better market for 
their wool, and in these days of keen competition 
it was desirable in the interest of the British wool- 


grower that the production should be first-class.— | = 


Live-Stock Journal. 


THE BIRDSVILLE HORSE DISEASE, 


The following report by Mr. James Irving, ve- 
terinary surgeon, on what is known as the * Birds- 
ville horse disease,’ to Mr. P. R. Gordon, Chief 
Inspector of Stock, has heen forwarded to the 
Colonial Secretary. In a letter accompanying the 
report Mr. Gordon says, “It will be remembered 
that in consequence of the imvossibhility of procur- 
ing the services of a veterinary surgeon in the 
district, a number of stockowners in the Diamantina 
district contributed and sent to Brisbane four horses 
suffering from the disease. in order to have the 
disease properly diagnosed and treated by Mr, Ir- 
ving. ‘Two of the horses were killed by Mr. Irving 
for purposes of post-mortem examination, and the 
remaining two treated, and on the 14th July last Mr. 
Irving reported fully on the matter, his report 
being handed by you to the Press. The present 
report covers the period from the 14th July to 15th 
December last. The opinion appears general in the 
districts in which the disease is prevalent that it is 
incurable—that horses which have contracted the 
disease in a severe form are ever after unfitted for 
work. One of the horses treated comes frequently 
under my notice, and I can corroborate Mr. Irving’s 
statement that it is now apparently in a perfect 
state of health, and almost daily in work.” Mr. 
Irving’s report as follows :—“ Veterinary Establish- 
ment, Ann Street, Brisbane, 27th February, 1889. 
To P. R. Gordon, Esq., Chief Inspector of Stock. 
Sir,—Yours of the 25th instant is to hand, re treat- 
ment of the remaining horses affected with ‘“ Birds- 
ville’ horse disease from 14th July up to 1dth 
December, 1888, and asking whether in my opinion 
or experience the disease is amenable to treatment, 
and if the two horses treated have quite recovered ? 
I have the honour to state, for the information of 
the Hon. the Colonial Secretary, that the horses had 
administered to them daily till the 23rd July oil of 
eucalyptus, vil of turpentine, and eggs; from 24th 
July till 30 July a vermifuge powder each in their 
morning’s food, and on the 31st July they each re- 
ceived a purgative ball; after which they received 
no medicine whatever, but were fed on corn, chaff, 
and hay, and kept in the yard till 11th September, 
when they were turned into the paddock to shift for 
themselves. I did not see the horses again till the 
15th December, at which time I had them sharply 
exercised but failed to detect any of the roaring and 
dragging of the toes of the hind feet, which symp- 
toms are said to be characteristic of this disease, 
after the horse has apparently recovered. The 
horses have been at work now for about a month, 
and have not as yet exhibited any symptoms ofa 
bad character ; in fact, they are in a perfect state of 





health, so that I may say that the disease is amen- 
able to treatment, and that the two horses under 
observation have quite recovered.”— Queenslander, 








NOTES AND NEWS. 


Inoculation Experiments in Saxony. 

N. writing to The Live-Stock Journal says > - 
Allow me to correct your notice about our experi- 
ments with inoculation. From the sixteen steers, 
only twelve were inoculated in different ways; four 
were not inoculated. Of the latter, three were in- 
fected at once when brought into the affected herd ; 
of the former, none. When killed. after the time 
for infection being elapsed, they were found per- 
fectly sound. These experiments were put expressly 
into the hands of such veterinary authorities as were 
adversaries of inoculation, and they answer the 
question, if it prevents the infection with real 
pleuro-pneumonia, definitely in the affirmative, so 
that the discussion about it, now, should be shut. 
But it opens the far more difficult one, in what way 
inoculation may be made useful, especially by legis- 
lation, against the plague. It is particularly to 
find some more material in this direction that the 
Minister has ordered the continuation. If the re- 
port on the whole transactions is published you will 
find, I think, an extract of it very useful to your 
readers. 





Tin Whistle Embedded in the Muscles of an Ox. 

The following account of a very remarkable oc- 
currence has been submitted to me: 

Mr. Wood, the cattle buyer for the Batley-Carr 
Co-operative Stores, purchased last Wednesday, 
amongst others, a three-year-old Scotch beast, in 
Wakefield Market. from a Mr. Boarman. The 
animal was taken home, and appeared perfectly 
well. In the ordinary course it was killed, and in 
cutting the steak bone from the sirloin, the knife 
came in contact with a hard substance. This was 
sawn through, and the whistle now sent was found 
embedded in the undercut of the sirloin. It was 
lying in a line with the body of the animal. There 
was no appearance of irritation or inflammation, 
and the meat was perfectly good. Mr. Wood is of 
opinion, from a further examination of the parts, 
that the wlistle entered at the brisket, and travelled 
past the thin ribs to the position in which it was 
found. It is now exactly in the condition in which 
it was found. I shall be glad to hear your opinion. 
—A.K. 

‘I'he instrument forwarded with the communica- 
tion is a common tin whistle, ten inches in length, 
slightly in excess of half an inch broad at the 
mouthpiece, pierced with six finger holes, and 
tapering gradually to the end, which is a quarter of 
an inch in diameter. The most probable explana- 
tion of this whistle getting into the muscles is that 
it was dropped into the straw or other bedding, and 
rested there in a vertical position, with the small 
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end upwards. When the bullock lay down, the = on account of their 
small end, with its sharp edge of metal, was forced | gre 
into the body, and passed into the psoas muscle, | order to enable a correct diagnosis of disease in the 
which constitutes the undercut of the sirloin. Here | lower animals, which could not indicate their con- 
it became encysted, and ceased to excite irritation. | dition ; and therefore, in order to attain efficiency, 
Examples of extraneous objects remaining for some | perseverance, patience, and determination were 
time in the bodies of animals are by no means rare. | necessary. ‘There was no royal road to learning, and 
After every battle numerous bullets are carried | students should remember how much depended upon 
about by soldiers, and the hero of the latest sen- | their individual effort. 
sational burglary still bears about with him one of! On the motion of Professor M’Bride, a cordial 
the two bullets with which he was wounded. If! vote of thanks was accorded to Dr. Joyee for his 
the foreign substances thus intruding haye sharp | address. A vote of thanks to the chairman con- 
points, they are worked about by the action of the | cluded the proceedings..-Melbourne Telegraph. 
muscles, and traverse the body, often making their | 
appearance at points far distant from that at which | 
they entered. In the present instance the long | 
axis of the whistle was parallel with the direction | **Cow-Pox and Vaccine Lymph.” 
of the muscular fibres, and it was, no doubt, per- | 
manently fixed by being inclosed in the membran- | 
ous sheath which was formed around It. Times of April 30th from Prof, Crookshank, in which 
In connection with this interesting case, I have | he , hes & passage fe = emenel i ; 
owners | juotes a passage from a speech made by Dr. 
looked through the vast collection in the museum of | puchanan at the speci: I seceailiens ailt iin i Bot 
anan : special meeting of the Pathological 
the College of Surgeons, but, although there are €X- | Society Dec. 15th, 1887), which is as follows :— 
amples of bullets fixed in ivory and bone, there is | They would now have an opportunity of testing 
not a single instance of a foreign hody embedded In | the effects of vaccine from that source (the Wiltshire 
the soft parts either of the human subject or ony of cow disease) on the human being, as they had long 
the lower animals.—W. B. Trcermeren.—The | wished to do.” ‘The whole history of the outbreak, 


Field. ; _ | the character of the vesicles on the hands of the 
[We agree with Mr. Tegetmeier’s note on this strange 


assident ensent in the view 0 to how the whistle obtained | milkers, the production of vaccinal vesicals on inocu- 
admission to the body. We strongly incline to the theory | lated calves, and the re vaccination of the milker 
that it was first swallowed and then passed from the | with negative results, completely established the 
stomach to the muscle.—Eb.} 


intrinsic value. Very 
at experience and knowledge were necessary in 


Mr, H. HW. Taylor, writing to the Lancet, SAYS : 
Under the above heading a letter appeared in The 


| fact that the disease was cow-pox. In your leading 
article in The Lancet of December 17th, 1887, you 


: express the same opinion: “It is not a fortnight 
Melbourne Veterinary College. | since proof was afforded, in the person of a farm lad, 


The third term of the Melbourne Veterinary Col- | who had contracted it from the cow, that the disease 
lege was opened on Wednesday afternoon, 5th | observed by Prof. Brown and Crookshank is indubit- 
March, in the lecture-room of the college, Bruns- | ably cow-pox.” seing present at that meeting my 
wick Street South. There was a fair attendance | interest was aroused, and I have followed the ques- 
of students and ‘others, the chair being occupied by | tion very closely since. I have heen looking forward 
Professor M’Bride, who called upon Dr. J. F. Joyce, (to Dr. Buchanan’s report which has just been 
professor to the College of Physiology and Histology, | published, as every pathologist must be interested 
to deliver the opening address. Dr. Joyce’s re- | to know if the old lymph stocks have become atten- 
marks took the form of a lecturette to the students, yated by long use, and therefore differ appreciably 
which he welcomed ay — to a _ from the virus recently derived from the cow. | 

e pointed out that in the first place students | have read Dr. Buchanan’s report, and to my amaze- 
should assure themselves of their adaptability for | ment I find no mention hain of any such ex- 
the profession they adopted, and the fact that they | periment having been made, Considering how 
would take a life interest in their work. The pro- | anxious Dr. Buchanan professed to be to find an out- 
fession they had chosen was an important one, and, | break of cow-pox in England, it is altogether 
as Dr. M’Eachran, of the Montreal Veterinary Col- inexplicable to me that there should have been no 
lege, said, it was, in fact, “a science embracing | reference at all to the Wiltshire disease as a new 
within its scope the whole of the collateral sciences | source of vaccine lymph. 1 think that some explan- 
which are included in the oe of the _ ation should be forthcoming. 
most medical colleges. . . . In fifty years, from 
the rude art of the farrier it has risen to a science 
which forms no small part in the progress of nations, | Appointment. 
from the fact that it is the handmaid of agriculture, | edie 
which is the backbone of national prosperity.”| Mr. Matthias Colam, the mg gry Pmt 
The breeding and rearing of live stock had greatly | tary and manager of the Dog's Home . = _ 
assisted our advancement, and it behoved every | Park Road, is the younger bi other of 6 — 
Government to promote veterinary science as much Colam, secretary to the raed yet y oe Face , a 
as possible. He regretted that much indifference vention of Cruelty to Anima s : : = oe - ne 
‘was shown respecting the treatment of the lower | has for many years been connectec pai 
animals, and attention was often only bestowed upon | pic efforts. —City Press. 
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Horse Breeding. 


A meeting of the Royal Commission on Horse 
Breeding was held at 12, Hanover Square, on the 
10th -inst. Present,the Earl of Coventry (in the 
chair), Lord Ribblesdale, Major-General Ravens- 






hill, Mr. Jacob Wilson, and Mr. J. Herbert 
Taylor (secretary), Owing to the death in 
Yorkshire of the Queen’s premium _ stallion, 





Sir Joseph, the secretary was instructed to proceed 
there and make the necessary arrangements for fill- 
ing his place. The desirability of taking evidence on 
hereditary diseases in stallions was discussed, and 
preliminary arrangements for so doing were made, 
and the schedule of questions to be issued to owners 
who had sent mares to the premium stallions was 
considered and agreed upou. 
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Another Opening for the Profession. 


A seasonable warning to British people who 
might be tempted by free passages to emigrate to 
Brazil is given by Mr. Gough, in a very interesting 
Report on the Agriculture of that country, which 
has just been published by the Foreign Office. It 
would be suicide, he says, for Englishmen to go to 
work on the land in any of the provinces north of 
Rio de Janeiro. In the provinces south of that city, 
the climate is about the same as that of the Argen- 
tine . Republic, where Irish emigrants have long 
lived and thriven. Englishmen live in the north of 
Brazil in fair health, but not as workers fon the 
agricultural land, where presumably, they are ex- 
posed to the malaria which is the most fruitful 
cause of death. Up to the present time the failure 
of British immigration in Brazil has been, in Mr. 
Gough’s own language, “ apalling.”’ 

For immigrants of one profession, at least, there 
is great need, as there are only two veterinary sur- 
geons in Brazil, one at Rio Grande de Sul, and the 
other at Kiode Janeiro. The services of professional 
men of this class are likely to be more and more 
required, because, owing to the abolition of slavery, 
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the pastoral industry, at present “contracted, 
discountenanceé, and almost abandoned,” to use Mr. 
Gough’s words, is expected to expand greatly. The 
freed men have behaved very well as a rule, but 
have not taken to work very eagerly. One well- 
known planter states that, although during coffee- 
picking time he obtained the services of freed men 
by paying them 4s. to 7s. a day, each one stopped 
regular work as soon as he had earned enough to 
enable him to become possessed of an umbrella, a 
pair of boots, a pair of slippers, a black cloth coat, 
and a felt hat.—The Standard. 


Animals Dying of Tetanus. 


Their flesh may be eaten with impunity. This is 
the conclusion come to by the Italian professor, 
Signor Sormani, who has been experimenting with 
such flesh on rabbits, guinea-pigs, rats, and dogs. 
He finds also that the micro-organism of tetanus 
passes through both carnivorous and herbivorous 
animals without causing death or any special dis- 
turbance; and, further, that “an animal may 
swallow without injury ten thousand times more of 
the virus than would kill it if introduced by inocu- 
lation.” These conclusions are out of keeping with 
the accepted theory, that the absorbtion of poisonous 
alkaloids derived from the micro-organism brings 
about the effects of tetanus. 


Late Advertisements 


TO VETERINARY SURGEONS 


FOr IMMEDIATE DISPOSAL, — Agricultural 
practice, unopposed for 8 miles—with In- 
spectorship attached : returns about £200 per annum. 
Also stock/of drugs and surgical appliances. Rare 
chance for young V.S. Offer wanted. Ricuarp 
Jennines, Junr., Solicitor, Kirbymoorside, Yorks. 























Sa 














Terms of Subscription. 


For Great Britain and Countries in the Postal Union, 
including Canada and U.S.A. 







Twelve months, £015 0 
Six am 07 6 
Three o oe oe 03 9 
Extra Postage per annum: {South Africa, West Indies, 






Australia and New Zealand 2/2; India 4/4. 






Will Subscribers please notify the Publishers in case 
of not receiving ‘‘ The Record.” Notice of inaccuracies in, 
or change of address should also be sent to the Publishers, 
Messrs H. & W. Brown, 20 Fulham Road, London, 8.W. 







Terms for Advertisements. 
Business ANNOUNCEMENTS— 


Whole page £2 0 0O| Back page £3 0 0 
Half ne 1 5 O| Half ,, 115 0 
Quarter ,, 015 0O| Front Half page 2 0 0 


_ Professional Requirements 
Five lines or under 2/6 (exclusive of heading) each line 
additional, 6d.—an average of eight words in a line. 
For two insertions 4/-; for three 5/-; if more than five 
lines 6d. per insertion extra. 


Remittance must accompany the order, and if replies are to be 
address c/o Publishers, should include a few stamps to 
cover forwarding. 














All communications respecting spaces for ADVERTISEMENTS to be addressed to 
MESSRS. TINCKLER & McNAUGHT, 57 Charing Cross, London, S.W. 





All communications to ensure insertion the same week should be delivered at the office not later than Weer esday morning 






















